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Happy New Year to all!
The start of 2018 brings
not only another turn of
the calendar, but also the
midway point of the 2017-
2018 school year. Over the

last several months, I hope that you had an
opportunity to attend a few of the exciting
competitions and/or incredible performances
by our talented students at Ridge. Both our
students and staff continue to impress me
with their unique abilities, high expectations,
and commitment to excellence on stage or 
in the competition arena representing Ridge
High School. Our school is consistently 
recognized statewide for the outstanding
achievements of our students, due in no 
small measure to the commitment and 
expertise of our accomplished faculty.
     The start of 2018 also brings the begin-
ning of a new semester, and the challenge to
continue to meet the demands of academic
rigor and extracurricular pursuits. This is no
simple feat for today’s high school students,
given the demands placed upon them in this
technology age. Here, I am reminded of a
popular educational buzzword: “Grit.” 
In education circles, grit refers specifically 
to the perseverance and resolve to attain
goals. Research suggests that grit may be 
a better indicator of success in college and
other endeavors than standardized test scores,
class rank, or GPA. There is no more impor-
tant place for students to exhibit grit than in
today’s high school setting because of so
many competing demands. You may have
heard your child say that “I just don’t get
math” or “I’ll never make the team.” 

The assumption behind these phrases is the
idea that we have limited potential or a fixed
ability level. This is not true!
     The goal, of course, is for each student 
to reach his or her maximum potential, and
that requires great sacrifice, perseverance, 
and ultimately, grit. So when our students 
face obstacles and state “I can’t do this,” 
the response must be a change in mindset and
to consider new or difficult learning to be a
welcome challenge, and to respond instead
with “this task may require more time and 
effort.”Students must also know that mistakes
do not equate to failure, but instead are oppor-
tunities to learn and improve. Nobody is 
expecting perfection. Realistically, improve-
ment is the goal, and that improvement comes
with a change in attitude from simply throw-
ing in the towel to staying the course and see-
ing it through to the end. These approaches 
incorporate the purest form of grit and will
allow each student to be his or her very best.
     With all this, we at Ridge are so deeply proud
of what our students accomplish each and every
day, as well as the way they exhibit perseverance
and resolve in all that they do. The students ARE
the school and truly make Ridge the wonderful
and successful place that it is.  
     Lastly, and in light of recent events, I
wanted to again stress that the safety and 
security of all those at Ridge is of utmost 
importance. Review of security plans and 
procedures is always ongoing, and changes
have been, and will continue to be, made for
the protection of everyone at Ridge. I would
like to thank you for all of your support and
understanding in this regard.
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RIDGE 
SENIOR
ACTIVITIES

JUNE 2018

APRIL 2018

MAY 2018

6          Cap & Gown pick-up ($25 fee)

8          Senior Dinner
              6:00pm, RHS Cafeteria

19        Graduation Practice
            1:00pm, Lee Field
              Attendance is MANDATORY

19        Ice Cream Social
              3:00pm, RHS Cafeteria

20        Graduation Practice
            1:00pm, gym A
              Attendance is MANDATORY

20        Class of 2018 GRADUATION
              6:30pm, Lee Field

20-21   SENIOR BASH
              Funplex, East Hanover
              Buses leave RHS ~ 8:45pm
              5:00am return to RHS

4-7       Senior Prom Bid sales
              During lunch periods

12        Mr. Ridge
             7pm, Ridge PAC

26        Senior Breakfast
             8:30am, Ridge Cafeteria.
              Attendance is MANDATORY

18        Senior Prom
            7:00pm to 12:00am,
              Birchwood Manor, Whippany



RIDGE PTO
A Word from Our
PTO Co-Presidents
We hope you’re all getting ready for 
spring to arrive. As a reminder, we not
only utilize our ridgepto.com website but
also the Ridge High School PTO Facebook
page to communicate the latest information
to parents. We have over 900 likes so help
us get to 1,000! Following are the winter
highlights.

PTO Executive Board Openings

There are several two-year positions open
on the 2018-2019 PTO Board. Please
check out the job descriptions on page 3
and contact us at rhsptocomm@gmail.com
if you’re interested in joining the PTO 
Executive Board.

School Spirit

We continued working with Mr. Krause
and other school organizations to add more
Ridge signage. The PTO provided the new
“Welcome to Ridge High School” lettering
in the main entrance area. We continue to
come up with more ways to show our
school spirit and will keep you informed. 

PTO Meeting
Dr. Michael Bradley, clinical psychologist
and leading expert on adolescent behavior,
returned to Ridge High School for the
fourth time and spoke about Crazy-Stressed
to almost 400 parents on January 31. Par-
ents heard important information on why
teens are overwhelmed and how to help
them with love, laughter, and resilience.
More details on the meeting, which was 
co-sponsored by Community in Crisis,
Bernards Township Municipal Alliance,
WAMS PTO, BHS and BMS HSAs, and
Bedminster PTO, can be found on page 5.

Mini-Grant Program

The PTO awarded approximately $2,700 to
the Ridge staff for the spring mini-grants.
Four applications were submitted and all 
of them were funded in part or whole. 
The mini-grants will be used to purchase
requested equipment and help fund a 

workshop for use in many different areas
of the school: English, Fine and Practical
Arts, and all students. 

Congratulations to the following recipients:

1.  Drew Krause, Principal:
2 Smart TVs and mounts for the display of
daily announcements and photos to make
information readily available to students 
in the main lobby and atrium. Information
Technology will provide the computer
stick and Ridge
Productions will
manage the 
programming
content. 

2.  Emily Lipnick, Language Arts:
10 bean bag chairs to
provide flexible seating
in the classroom for 
sustained reading, 
collaboration, and 

improved social-emotional well-being. 

3.  Frank Caccavale, Technology and
Engineering Education:
Arduino Programming
inventor’s kits for 
Robotics students to
code and learn higher
level concepts.

4.  Martha Harvey, Theater: Broadway
Classroom “Open Call” workshop for 
Theater 1 and 2 students and a ticket for
the teacher to go to a Broadway show. 
The students will pay for their own show
tickets through self-funding or fundraising. 

Thank You Volunteers 

Lastly, we want to thank all the volunteers
who work hard on the many PTO and
school events. We’d like to thank Cristina
Del Giorno for the attractive arrangements
in the planters by the main office, Joanne
Marcus and Jennifer Shao for the delicious
Teacher Holiday Lunch, our General 
Volunteers for baking tasty Valentine’s
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brownies for the Ridge teachers and staff. 
On behalf of the school and PTO, we want
to thank Kristina Folkart and Lisa McNey
for organizing the Welcome Desk 
volunteers and all the Welcome Desk 
volunteers for their time this school year..

Mark your calendars for the PTO 
Volunteer Brunch on June 4. Details are 
on page 6 and we hope to see you there! 
Alyson McCauley and Christine Ziegler
Ridge PTO Co-Presidents 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

A Word from the PTO ........................2
PTO Executive Board Openings.........3
PTO Needs Directory Chairs..............3
Faculty/Staff Holiday Luncheon ........4
Dr. Bradley’s Presentation..................5
Balloons In June.................................6
Volunteer Breakfast ............................6
Junior Prom ........................................6
Marketing News ....................................7
Community In Crisis ..........................7
Teen Talk ............................................7
Counseling Department News............8
PARCC Testing Schedule...................8
Pathways To Mental Health ...............8
Music Department Highlights ........9-10
Cabaret 2018 ....................................10
Ridge Recognition............................11
Drama Club’s “Annie” .....................12
Dance News .....................................13
Mock Trial ........................................14
Ridge Political View.........................14
Ridge Business Club ........................14
Class of 2018 Gift Wrap Event ........14
Boys Basketball................................15
Girls Basketball ................................16
Competition Cheerleading ...............17
Ice Hockey .......................................17
Football ............................................18
Fencing.............................................19
Ski Team...........................................20
Varsity Athletes of the Month ..........20
Swim Team.......................................21
Senior Prom......................................22

ridgepto.com
https://www.facebook.com/ridgehighpto/
https://www.facebook.com/ridgehighpto/
mailto:rhsptocomm@gmail.com


3

THE RIDGE BRIDGE
Editors: Betsy Bacot-Aigner

and Geraldine Ong
Submissions may be made via email to

ridgebridge01@gmail.com

2017-18 RIDGE PTO
EXECUTIVE BOARD
Co-Presidents 
Alyson McCauley
Christine Ziegler
Co-Vice Presidents, Volunteers 
Joanne Marcus
Shannon Yu
Vice President, Programs 
Rebeca Cuadros
Newsletter Editor
Betsy Bacot-Aigner
Treasurer 
Kelly Tang
Co-Vice Presidents, Communications
Achint Kaur
Ged Ong
Recording Secretary
Lisa Laurino
BOE Representative:
Elaine DiDario
Board members may be reached at
rhsptocomm@gmail.com

Ridge PTO Needs You
The Ridge PTO Executive Board has several openings for two-year positions start-
ing in the fall of 2018. Board members attend monthly meetings at night at Ridge
High School and are eligible to attend the PAC (Parent Advisory Committee)
meetings, which are
held one Wednesday morning per month. If you have any interest in supporting
Ridge High School through volunteering, please send an email to
rhsptocomm@gmail.com.

Co-President – One Opening
The two Ridge PTO co-presidents supervise and control the business and affairs 
of the PTO. The PTO is responsible for a variety of school-related activities 
including, but not limited to, parent communication via publications, email, 
and the website; school directory creation; teacher appreciation events; fundraising;
gift card purchases for senior awards; PAC; and coordinating volunteers for school
activities. The co-presidents also represent the Ridge PTO to the principal and at
district-wide meetings.

1st Vice President, Volunteers – Two Openings
The two vice presidents of volunteers coordinate recruiting volunteers for the 
various events held by the PTO throughout the school year and are responsible for
the appointment of the class parent positions for the PAC.

2nd Vice President, Programs – One Opening
The vice president of programs is responsible for researching and coordinating
guest speakers at Ridge PTO meetings, which are generally focused on parent 
outreach and continuing education (generally a fall and spring meeting). 
In addition, the VP of programs will coordinate the volunteer appreciation 
breakfast in early June. This VP also chairs the nominating committee to build 
the slate of officers.

3rd Vice President, Newsletter – One Opening
The Ridge PTO/parent newsletter, Ridge Bridge, is published online in the fall,
winter, and spring of the school year. The VP is the designer/co-editor responsible
for layout and design of the Ridge Bridge. Must have excellent computer design
and layout skills. Must have experience with and own design/layout software plus
Photoshop and Adobe Acrobat. Newsletter VP is responsible for sending the 
graduation ad to local press.

Treasurer – One Opening
Notifies CPA and bank of annual officer changes, reconciles monthly statements 
in Quicken, files Charities Registration with State of NJ, interfaces with CPA for
tax filing, prepares proposed budget for following fiscal year, manages all 
deposits/withdrawals for all PTO events, provides start-up cash when needed, 
prepares monthly financial updates for board meetings. Requires experience with
financial control, budgeting, and Quicken.

RHS PTO Needs
School Directory 

Co-Chairs!
Ridge PTO is looking for 
parent volunteers who will
work with AtoZ to provide 
information for paper directory
production and give online 
access to new families. The job
involves input of new data, 
revision of current data, and
coordination of layout and 
production. Training begins in
March. Work begins in late
July, ending with Back to
School Nights. If you’re inter-
ested, please send an email to 
Shannon Yu
(kiss07920@gmail.com) or 
Joanne Marcus
(jmarcus500@gmail.com), 
no later than Friday, March 30.
Important: If we do not get co-
chairs by 3/30,then there will not be
a printed 2018-19 PTO directory.

mailto:ridgebridge01@gmail.com
mailto:rhsptocomm@gmail.com
mailto:rhsptocomm@gmail.com
mailto:kiss07920@gmail.com
mailto:jmarcus500@gmail.com
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Ridge Faculty and
Staff Celebrate at
Holiday Luncheon 
“There’s no place like home for the 
holidays” was the theme at this year’s 
Holiday Luncheon sponsored by the Ridge
PTO and held on Thursday, December7. 
     The school atrium was filled with 
holiday cheer as our faculty and staff 
gathered to enjoy a catered lunch by Veneto
Restaurant, with appetizers, salads and
drinks provided by Ridge parent volunteers.
Thank you to all the wonderful parent 
bakers who provided the beautiful array 
of homemade desserts for our popular 
holiday sweets table. Everyone was so 
delighted to fill their take-home boxes
with all the delicious holiday goodies to
enjoy later in the day or at home.
     The luncheon concluded with over 
40 lucky raffle winners taking home a gift
card donated by a Ridge parent, or one of
the beautiful floral centerpieces designed
by Jardiniere Fine Flowers in Far Hills. 
     A special thanks to luncheon chairs
Joanne Marcus and Jennifer Shao for all
their hard work in planning this fun event
and to all the wonderful, generous volun-
teers who helped to make the luncheon a
memorable one for all of our fabulous, 
dedicated teachers and staff at Ridge.



Teen brains are a work in progress. 
The impulsive aspects on the teen brain
may make us think our teens are crazy.
Sometimes we as parents reinforce that
image when we focus on punishment vs.
consequence. We should instead use 
respect-based techniques.
     Dr. Bradley also expounded on the
topic of sleep. The American teenager gets
about 6 hours of sleep on average when
they should be getting 8-10 hours. Most of
these teen issues would significantly be 
reduced if they are able to get the sufficient
amount of sleep they need.  
     Our kids also revolve around a world
that is now more anti-resilient. Their 
generation has it more difficult now than
when we parents were in our teen years. 
There are a host of stressors nowadays
which we didn’t have then, like the 
pressure of academics and elite programs,
sports, and social aspects. Social media is
also on the rise, along with the use of 
electronic devices, which is changing
things significantly.  
     Dr. Bradley referenced findings 
reported in Jean Twenge’s book, “Have
Smartphones Destroyed a Generation?”.
Twenge found out that kids have shifted
their behavior by reducing the ability to
handle the real world, they are not 
building resilience.
     Drugs are another source of stressor.
As an example, marijuana use and vaping
are becoming popular among teenagers.
Teens have a higher risk of getting 
addicted to controlled substances than
adults, which makes them prone to move
on to more potent drugs at a young age.
Finally, a powerful tool we have as parents
to help our kids not become addicted to
controlled substances is to firmly let them
know that we disagree on their use of 
these and that we will do everything 
possible to help them avoid consuming
these substances.
     Dr. Bradley’s presentation, along with
his handouts (“The Seven C’s of Resilience
Building with Teenagers” and the 
“Ten Commandments of Parenting”), 
are posted on Ridge PTO’s website
through the following link:
http://ridgepto.com/index.php/about-
us/pto-meetings/

Dr. Bradley’s 
Presentation on 
“Crazy Stressed”

More than 400
attendees from
Bernards Town-
ship and neigh-
boring schools in

the community joined on January 31 at the
Ridge PAC to hear renowned psychologist
Dr. Michael Bradley. Dr. Bradley talked
about  the bonds that we, as parents have
towards our kids. These are:
•    Our mission as parents is to raise our
kids to be happy, young adults. We need to
help them feel connected to the world, to
have  purpose and passion, a sense of self.
We lost our focus by fostering our mission
too much - we got caught in the details.
•    Our expectations. How do we interact
with our kids? Sometimes we see our kids
as a projection of ourselves, our own ego;
as opposed to understanding that our mis-
sion is to help them find their own identity,
to become who they are meant to be.
•    Stress is the common enemy related 
to the drug crisis and the mental health 
issues. We worry about kids who have 
too much. However, we don’t pay enough
attention to the other end of the spectrum -
kids who quit. These are kids who are 
unable to engage with the world at all, 
and both these types of kids have similar
rates of dysfunction. Now there is a 
middle ground, there are kids who can
manage stress. These are the kids who
have resilience.

Dr. Bradley’s research suggests we need to
focus on resilience. Resilience, according
to Dr Bradley, is a person’s ability to 
respond, to experience stress and trauma,
and have the capacity to bounce back. 
Resilience isn’t fostered when we bubble-
wrap our kids, when we try to be over-
protective. We need to let them experience
a certain amount of stress in their lives so
that they are able to respond and cope by
themselves. Resilience can be fostered, 
it can be taught.
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YOU ARE INVITED!
Join us for the 

Ridge High School
Volunteer Breakfast

All Ridge parent volunteers
are welcome.

Monday, June 4
8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m.
RHS Athletic Atrium

Please RSVP to rhsptocomm@gmail.com by May 18th

Are you about to cele-
brate your graduating
child, friend, neighbor, 
relative, babysitter or
employee?
Please order Balloons
in June!
This annual celebration

of the graduating RHS senior class is a
fundraiser for the Junior Class. Not only is
it a great gift, but it’s very beneficial to
our students’ senior year! During the last
week of school, volunteers deliver green
and white mylar balloons with messages
of congratulations to our RHS Class of 
2018 graduates. Balloons are $5 each and
will be tied to a house mailbox or front
door of condominium developments.  
     As we get closer to the ordering
process we will be providing an online
link to place your orders. For now, 
we would be grateful to gather additional
volunteers to keep this amazing tradition
going! Please email Keri Conkling at
kconks@yahoo.com or Carol Hipsher at
carol_hipsher@me.com to volunteer.

Balloons in June!

6

Announcing the 2018 Junior Prom
Juniors, get ready to spend a wonderful
evening with your friends at the Junior
Prom! Appetizers, dinner, sundae bar, DJ,
dancing, photo booth.
Friday, April 27
6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
(Latest entry at 7:15 PM; 
Earliest departure at 9:45 PM) 
Bridgewater Marriott Hotel
Prom bids are being sold for $90 per person
during lunch periods from Monday, 
March 19 to Friday March 23. Each student
must present a permission slip signed by a
parent or guardian in order to purchase a bid.
The permission slip was posted on the 
March 16th Friday Folder.

Junior Prom

mailto:rhsptocomm@gmail.com
mailto:kconks@yahoo.com
mailto:carol_hipsher@me.com


SCHOOL CONNECTION
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Community in Crisis

On November 3rd, Marketing students
were fortunate to have Katelyn Scoular and
Ellen Thomas of Sensory Spectrum, Inc.
speak with them about sensory research.
Sensory research is a scientific discipline
which deals with the methods to evoke,
measure, analyze and interpret human re-
sponses to properties of foods and materials
as perceived through the five senses. 
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     Sensory research provides valid and 
reliable product information to make sound
business decisions in the areas of R&D, 
marketing and manufacturing. Marketing 
students participated in a light bulb test to
discern the difference between discriminative
(designed to detect differences) versus affec-
tive (designed to record personal feelings)
testing. They tasted, smelled, and evaluated
food grade samples used in consumer 
products, and volunteers participated in a 
triangle test to see if they could determine 
the difference between Coke and Pepsi. 

Marketing News      Students learned how companies use 
sensory research to understand what 
customers like and why, how to measure
how product quality changes over time, 
and how to document sensory qualities of a
competitor’s product. Students better under-
stood how the research can create unique 
opportunities to differentiate and enhance
products to better meet preferences of target
market segments, and more effectively 
compete in the marketplace. The Sensory
Spectrum, Inc. presentation explained how
product properties can be linked to a target
market’s perceptions and preferences. 



Course Request Changes
•   Students have until the END OF THE 
SCHOOL DAY (2:30 PM) on 
APRIL 6 to change course requests 
(see column on left).

Scholarships
•   All scholarships and special programs
received by the Counseling Office are
posted on Naviance. While many are
geared toward juniors and seniors, there
are a number that any student, grades 9
through 12, can apply for. Log in, click
“Colleges,” then “Scholarship List” to see
the current offerings. Check back often, 
as we post new opportunities as soon as 
we receive them. 
Outside Program & Opportunities
•     Information on outside programs and 
opportunities, including those for summer
2018, are posted on the Counseling 
Department website:
http://bernardsboe.ss5.sharpschool.com/de-
partments/counseling_department/ridge_hi
gh_school_counseling/outside_programs_a
nd_opportunities/
     Again, check back often, as we post
new opportunities as soon as we receive
them!

Upperclassmen Registration for 2018-19
•   Students and parents can access and 
review the Program of Studies on the
Ridge High School Counseling Depart-
ment website (Click the “Scheduling” tab).
•   Students in each grade level met with
counselors on February 1 to review the 
important Program of Studies changes 
and specific information pertaining to 
their grade.  
•   Students have until the END OF THE
SCHOOL DAY (2:30 PM) on APRIL 6 to
change course requests. AFTER THIS
DATE, THERE WILL BE NO COURSE
CHANGESALLOWED FOR THE 
2018-19 SCHOOL YEAR. PERMISSION
TO CHANGE ELECTIVE COURSES
WILL ONLY BE GRANTED BY THE
ADMINISTRATION AS A RESULT OF
SCHEDULING CONFLICTS. Level
changes will continue to be made as 
described in the Program of Studies. 
Students wishing to alter their course 
selections should email their counselor 
by this date/time.
Junior Conferences
•Junior Conferences started in February
and run through the month of April.
    ■ Counselors will meet with juniors 
to discuss an individualized plan. 
Students will receive a packet of “next 
steps” tailored to them to bring home 
to review with their parents/guardians. 
After reviewing the packet and notes,
parents are welcome to contact counselors
with any lingering questions.  
•Prior to the Junior Conference:
    ■ Students should complete the 
“Primary List of Colleges” worksheet 
and bring it to the appointment. 
This form was mailed home with the 
conference notification letter 
(additional copies can be downloaded 
from the Counseling website).
    ■ Students should log into their 
Naviance account and complete the 
“Colleges I’m Thinking About” section. 
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News and Notes from the Ridge Counseling Department

March 2018 

April 2018

General Reminders
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Ridge High School 
Student Assistance 

Counselors
Mr. Chad Gillikin - grades 9 & 10 
908-204- 2585, x616
Mrs. Toni Anthony - grades 11 & 12
908-204- 2585, x145

2017-2018 PARCC Testing Schedule:
Tuesday, April 24:  Geometry/Algebra II PARCC Units 1 & 2 
(Abbreviated Day schedule)

Wednesday, April 25:  Geometry/algebra II PARCC Unit 3 
and ELA 9, ELA 10, ELA 11 Unit 1 
(Abbreviated Day schedule)

Thursday, April 26:  ELA9, ELA10, ELA 11 Units 2 & 3 
(Abbreviated Day schedule)

Friday, April 27:  ELA 9, ELA10, ELA11 Unit 4 
(Delayed Opening schedule after testing is completed)

Monday, May 21:  Algebra I PARCC units 1 & 2 
(Full Day schedule)

Tuesday,May 22:  Algebra I PARCC unit 3 
(Full Day schedule)

http://bernardsboe.ss5.sharpschool.com/departments/counseling_department/ridge_high_school_counseling/outside_programs_and_opportunities/
http://bernardsboe.ss5.sharpschool.com/departments/counseling_department/ridge_high_school_counseling/outside_programs_and_opportunities/
http://bernardsboe.ss5.sharpschool.com/departments/counseling_department/ridge_high_school_counseling/outside_programs_and_opportunities/
http://bernardsboe.ss5.sharpschool.com/departments/counseling_department/ridge_high_school_counseling/outside_programs_and_opportunities/


Congratulations to the 
following students for
their acceptance into the
CJMEA region band:

Daphne Tang, Kevin Tang, Kevin Ju, 
Sydney Lawrence, Evan Li, Stanley Jiang,
Caleb Woo, Edward Hu, Tarin Clott, and
Dante Guinta
The following students were accepted
into the NJMEA All-State band:
Daphne Tang, Kevin Tang, Kevin Ju,
Caleb Woo, Edward Hu, and Tarin Clott
A concert was held on March 5 in the
Ridge PAC that featured the Ridge Wind
Ensemble and the West Chester University
Wind Ensemble, under the direction of 
Dr. Andrew Yozviak. West Chester 
performed David Maslanka’s Symphony 
No. 4, one of the most significant works
for band. On March 20, the Ridge 
Wind Ensemble performed at the CJMEA 
concert band festival at Summit 
High School.
Upcoming important dates for Ridge
bands include: The Spring band concert
will take place on May 31 at 7:00pm in the
Ridge PAC. The final performance of the
school year will be at the RHS graduation
on June 20.  
The Ridge High School Marching Band
completed a very successful season, 
culminating in a 2nd place finish at the 
US Bands NJ State Championship, and 3rd
place at US Bands National Championship.
The season included numerous special
awards at local band contests. The band will
be performing at the annual Memorial Day
parade on May 29. There will be a meeting
for students interested in joining the award
winning Ridge Marching Band on April 5 
at 7:00pm in RHS Room 222, (for new 
members) and May 15 for general 
membership.  

B A N D  N E W S
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Ridge Music Department Highlights

Jazz Band (performing during Jan. 23, 2018
Bands Showcase Concert

Photo above: Wind Ensemble. Photos below: Concert
Band (All from Jan. 23, 2018 Bands Showcase Concert)

O R C H E S T R A
Photos from the Winter Orchestra 
Concert held on Dec. 14, 2017:
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C H O R A L
Ridge Music Department Highlights...continued

Photos from the Winter Choral Concert
held on Dec.19, 2017 at RHS PAC:



Ridge Recognition highlights the accomplish-
ments of RHS students, faculty, and staff. 
If you or someone you know is deserving of
praise and recognition, please send us an
email at ridgebridge01@gmail.com.

Accomplishments

Students in Mr. Mark Dotta'sArchitecture
class at RHS are building a model of the
new addition that is being built at the 
Fellowship Village Retirement Community.
The wood model building will represent
the new "Health Center" wing. A group of
residents had suggested that a scaled model
be built to help them better visualize 
what the new addition would look like. 
They reached out to the RHS Engineering
Department and they happily accepted the
challenge! "We've been working with the
Architect and have made several trips to
the work site to gather the necessary 
information. We are very excited for the
final outcome" said Mr. Dotta. Students 
are currently drawing all the walls and roof
panels on AutoCAD, which will then be
cut out with a laser cutter in the lab. 
A foam-board prototype of the building 
is also under way. Windows, doors, 
shingles and other patterns will be laser 
engraved into the wood panels to add 
detail. The laser cutter was donated by the
Ridge PTO a few years ago and has been
put to great use. The model will be built to
a final scale of 3/16"=1' and will be 
approximately 4'x3'x10". Landscaping 
features will also be added after the model
is built. Please stay tuned for pictures of
the final result this spring!

The following RHS coaches were named
Sports Award Recipients at the NJSIAA
Awards Luncheon on Monday, Dec. 4: 
Siobhan Devlin - girls golf; Katie Donahue
- girls soccer; Tim Mooney - girls cross
country; and Tim Mullin - ice hockey.
Clearly it was a good day for the Irish!

Ridge Junior Arnav Gupta's research
work was accepted for publication in 
two leading international conferences. 
The first publication has been accepted 
for a poster and live presentation at Tissue
Engineering and Regenerative Medicine
conference 2018 in Frankfurt, Germany.

The title of his presentation is 
"Utilizing In-Vitro and In-Vivo Models
in Alzheimer’s disease Research". 
The second article was accepted as a 
poster presentation in HLTH’s Academic
Discoveries Innovators’ Alley (HLTH 2018
- ACADEMIC DISCOVERIES) in Las
Vegas, NV to be held on May 2018. 
The title of his second presentation is 
"Inhibitory Effects of Dipeptide Analogue,
DAPT, on γ-Secretase Causing Decrease 
in Amyloid-β Concentration in Neuroblas-
toma Cells".
This work was based on his research at
Biomedical Research Institute of NJ in the
summer of 2017, where he explored the
impact of different drugs on neurons,
memory loss, and consequently on the
treatment of Alzheimer’s disease.

Congratulations 2017 Yearbook staff!
Our Yearbook publication The Emerald
2017 from last year "Land of the Free,
Home of the Devs" was awarded FIRST
PLACE by the American Scholastic Press
Association (ASPA) in their annual year-
book publication contest.

2017 Yearbook staff:

Advisers- Stephanie Wilpiszeski and
Theresa Emma
Senior editors- Skyler McCabe, Austin
Gao, Deirdre McMahon, Isabel Pardo
Junior editors- Christina Giberna, Camila
Scharlach, Krista Chang

Staff- Courtney Stein, Caroline Murphy,
Darya Alvarez, Emily Warshaw, 
Jill Henriques, Sophia Bierstein, Alicia
DeMarchi, Kate Vinges, Tira Alvarez,
Shelby Gordon, Melissa Johnson, Kelly
Fagan, Sarah Arrigo

Births

Happy news from Math teacher, 
Chad Griffiths, and his wife, Nadine, they
added a baby girl to their family on Novem-
ber 16, 2017 (a little math humor)! Camryn
Ann Griffiths made her entrance weighing
7 lb 8 oz and was 19.5 inches long.
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R I D G E  R E C O G N I T I O N
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RIDGE CLUBS & ACTIVITIES
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Ridge Drama Club’s “Annie” Amazes Crowds!
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What’s Happening in the Ridge Dance Department?

Winter Dance Showcase
The Ridge Dance Department, under the
direction of Rachel Miranda, recently pre-
sented their Winter Dance Showcase 2018
with record breaking attendance! Over 500
people attended the performance. Dances
from the in-school dance classes, as well as
the after school dance programs were pre-
sented. Students in Social Skills Dance and
Dance I performed faculty work. Students
in Dance II and Dance III also performed
faculty work, in addition to their own 
choreographed dances. Students who par-
ticipated in the Ridge Dance Master Class
Series performed numbers taught by guest
artists. This year, the guest artists were
CEBO and Meagan Woods. CEBO is a
Hip-hop dance artist with an extensive 
performing and teaching background;
Meagan is a contemporary dance artist
who has pioneered dance representation 
in Jersey City and has worked with many
well-known professional companies. 
The students truly enjoyed learning from
these talented master teachers! 
     This year we had our first ever all-guys
dance with a special appearance by faculty
member Jason Caputo! Ridge Dance 
Collective also performed in the showcase.
This is a modern dance group that is 
comprised of students from William Annin
Middle School and Ridge High School.
Students in this afterschool program 
collaboratively choreographed their 
own dances under the advisement of 
Mrs. Miranda. The Ridge Dance Team 
performed one of their dances taught by
Hip-hop dancer and teacher Jude Cassion
earlier in the year. Ridge Dance Team is an
audition-only group that competes in the
styles of Hip-hop and Jazz dance at 
regional dance competitions.
     
     Please mark your calendars for our
next showcase, which is the Spring Dance
Showcase 2018 on May 11. You won’t
want to miss it!

Ridge Dance Team Competes at 
Regional Competitions
The Ridge Dance Team is in the midst of 
a highly successful 2017-2018 season. They
began their season at Starbound 
National Dance Competition in Paramus
where they won high gold for Large Group
Jazz, Large Group Hip-hop and Production
Hip-hop. Their Jazz dance "Someone In the
Crowd" placed first overall in the 
Senior Large Group category. On March 16-
17, they competed at Cathy Roe Ultimate
Dance Competition in Basking Ridge
     The team will compete at the Groove
National Dance Competition in Chester on
March 23rd-25th. Come out and support
Ridge Dance!

National Honor Society for
Dance Arts Happenings
The National Honor Society for Dance Arts
will be inducting seven new members this
Spring, including Sarah Arrigo, Sophia
Bierstein, Julia Cox, Cate Hegeman, 
Nicolette Kavouras, Maddie Maguire, and
Jane Mercer. All students in the NHSDA
chapter collaborated with sophomores
Quinn Cappiello, Rose Hinoul and
Meghan Mangini to coordinate a donation
drive for an organization called Traveling
Tutus. Traveling Tutus’ mission is to 
provide new and gently used dance attire
to children around the world to instill 
confidence, self-expression, and joy
through the gift of dance! This drive was
incredibly successful as students 
collected over 300 gently used dance 
costumes, dance attire and dance shoes 
for donation. In the spring, the dancers
will be doing more community outreach
through Girl Scout Dance Badge classes.
The NHSDA members will be teaching 
a dance class to the Girl Scouts so they
can acquire their dance badge. This is a
super fun and educational experience for
all involved. For more information please
contact Mrs. Miranda at
rmiranda@bernardsboe.com.

mailto:rmiranda@bernardsboe.com


Mock Trial Team Members 
are Somerset County Champions!

The Ridge Mock Trial team has had an 
unbelievable season, winning the county
championship title in the Vincent J.
Apruzzese Mock Trial Competition 
and the first round of the NJ Regional
Competition! The case this year, created
by the NJ Bar Foundation, was a criminal
case about the opioid epidemic in NJ.

Three thousand students on 221 teams
throughout the state argued in their 
respective county court rooms the fate of
Dana Martin, who was charged with Strict
Liability in the death of his friend Zachary
Simon. Mock trial teams are split into two
groups. One group defends and one group
prosecutes the defendant. The teams begin
to prepare in October for this challenging
and competitive experience.
     The Ridge Defense Team began by 
defeating Montgomery’s Prosecution in the
first round of the county tournament, and
the Prosecution Team beat Hillsborough. 
At the next level, the Ridge Defense Team
defeated Watchung Hills. In the county
championship, held in the historic 
courthouse at the Somerset County 
complex, Ridge was matched against the
Montgomery Defense Team, and again 
the Ridge Prosecution prevailed.  

(see photo which includes Superior Court
Judges Goodzeit and Miller who judged
the competition). 
     At the Regional level, the Ridge 
Prosecution Team beat the Middlesex
County Mock Trial Champion, West 
Windsor-Plainsboro North. That same day,
the Defense Team defeated Middletown
South, the Monmouth County winners.
These wins place Ridge in the top six
teams of the 221 teams in the state! At the
time of this writing, Ridge is preparing for
the Regional finals with Oratory Prep. 
     The team would like to thank the 
wonderful attorneys who helped them 
prepare and analyse this year’s case, 
Ed Zohn, Scott Mitzner and Mark Saloman.
Plus, a special thanks goes out to Judge
Donald Bogosian, Bernards Township 
Municipal Court Judge, who judged one of
our practices in the Township Courthouse.

Back row(l to r): Brian Pescatore, Rohan Kapur , Jeremy
Fields , Zoey Mitzner, Somerset County Superior Court
Judge Margaret Goodzeit, Somerset County Superior Court
Judge Thomas C. Miller, Kyra Fullem, Kathy Wei, Jonathan
Saloman. Leo Lawrence; Kneeling (l to r): Christina Tam-
chin, Jennifer Tang, Richa Amin, Simar Kaur; Not pictured:
James Feng, Jane Mercer, Patrick O’Toole

Congratulations to Ridge Business Club
members Rohit Roy and Jon Xu for 
placing in the first round of the Junior
Achievement Business Titan competition.
This team ran a virtual business for 
several weeks, and their business savvy
decision making earned them a spot in 
the regional competition.
     In January, the team travelled to 
the Syncronoss Technologies company 
in Bridgewater. Not only did they compete
with other winning teams at the regional
level, but they also met with the 
Syncronoss CEO!  

Ridge Business ClubRidge Political Review (RPR)
Ridge Political Review (RPR) is Ridge High School’s official 
political journal, publishing current events articles. We publish online 
at ridgepoliticalreviews.com.
We strive to achieve a deep coverage of current events, focusing on both
mainstream issues as well as the lesser-known ones. For example, 
we’ve written about anything from the New Jersey gubernatorial 
election coverage to Universal Basic Income.
Recent sample headlines include:
- Bill de Blasio, New York’s Blazing Bullet by James Gao
- Decoding Bitcoin Byte by Byte by Caroline Sha
- The Rise of European Secularism in the Face of Islam by Mason Krohn 
- Trump’s Tweets: The Modern “Fireside Chat” by Katherine Wang
Interested in politics? Want to voice your opinions through writing? 
RPR welcomes any student who enjoys writing or is politically interested.
Just send an email to ridgepoliticalreviews@gmail.com, and we’ll add you
to our mailing list.
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Class of 2018 Gift Wrap Event
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Ridge Basketball: March 2018

Back in December 14th, 2017, in a 
season preview article for the local paper, 
Coach Brian Feath spoke of the returning
talent led by do-it-all senior Jeremy 
McCavera along with senior scoring 
leader Chris Feringa and rebounding
leader Jacob Herrera. They did not 
disappoint, leading this year’s team in
scoring, rebounding, assists and steals and
propelling the Red Devils into the county
and state tournaments.  
     Other key contributing seniors 
included Roger Faustin and Chris Baurkot.  
John Steitz missed most of the season but
battled back from back and ankle injuries
to rejoin his teammates for the stretch 
run into the county and state tournaments.
     Depth was tested early in the season
when junior Curtis Lyons injured his hand
and was lost for the season. Other players
stepped up and took advantage of their 
opportunity. Sophomore Nathan Herrera
and juniors Mike Zima and Mike DeMarco
saw significant minutes for the 2017-2018
basketball team as Feath routinely played
an 8 and 9 player rotation each game.  
     Ridge received a first round bye in 
the county tournament due to their hard 
earned 13-10 record. They hosted a quarter
final match against Bound Brook and 
won comfortable by 16 points. This set 
up a third match with Rutgers Prep. 
Again, the Red Devils played a tough,
close game but fell short. 
     After a two year absence, Ridge 
returned to the state tournament. As the
11th seed, they went to visit North 
Hunterdon, the 7th seed. This set up the 
rematch from earlier in the season when
Ridge lost a back and forth contest to the
Lions 64-60. The rematch was worth the
wait as the Red Devils upset the Lions 
74-63 behind Jeremy McCavera’s career
high 29 points.

Despite graduating six seniors, the future
is bright for next year with returning 
players Zima, DeMarco, Herrera and 
rising talent from the junior varsity and
freshman teams. Future Red Devil varsity
players include some familiar family
names including Nolan Murphy, 
John Somar, David Alano, James Feringa
and Luke Roberts. But each season 
also provides an opportunity for an 
out-of-nowhere player to rise up and to
make his mark. Who will be that player?
Come out and see for yourself.  
Go Ridge.



Ridge Girls Basketball has Another Strong Season
The 2017 – 2018 Ridge Girls Basketball
team had another strong season, finishing
with a record or 16 – 12. Ridge had a big
win in the first round of the state tourna-
ment beating JP Stevens 64 to 32 and
scored 46 points in the first half. Ridge 
got knocked out of the state tournament 
by two-seeded Bridgewater in the quarter-
finals. Ridge has impressive wins this 
season against East Brunswick, Westfield,
Marist and Hanover Park. The team had 
an impressive win on senior night against
Phillipsburg that was not only a memorable
night for the senior class, but also a night
dedicated to Katie King. The Red Devils
finished third in their conference and made
a fifth consecutive appearance to the state
tournament. Ridge had a balanced scoring
attack led by two sophomores, Sophie
Beneventine and Maddy West. Sophie 
averaged 9.8 points per game, while
Maddy averaged 7.3 points per game.
Ridge has great leadership from its five
seniors, Sammy Weyrauch, Kristin Miscia,
Juliana Spitzner, Katie Arrigan and
Michele Modugno.
     Ridge looks to continue its success 
next year. The team returns three starters,
Sophie Beneventine, Maddy West, 
and Ava Haiback, and will look from 
contributions from rising seniors Morgan
McCaffrey, Amber Vigeant and Jillian 
Carney, rising juniors Allie Byrne and
Lauren Lusardi and rising sophomore 
Delaney Donohoe.
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Competition Cheerleading Team Makes 
a Strong Showing at Nationals
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The Ridge High School Varsity Competition
Cheerleading Team, under head coach Dom
Vignali and assistant coach Hanna Factor,
began their season strong by capturing 
first place in the Delaware Valley Division
at November’s Skylands Conference 
Competition.
     Last month the team attended the 
UCA National High School Cheerleading 
Championships at ESPN Wide World of
Sports where they advanced through the
preliminary and semifinal rounds to make
it to finals in the highly competitive Small
Varsity Division. Ridge was the only team
from New Jersey to advance to finals in
this division. In the final round Ridge
placed 16th out of 70 teams, for a national
competition that attracts well over 800 of
the top cheerleading teams from all over
the world, this was a fantastic ranking due
to three great performances.  
     The team has been practicing since 
late August, and with their season ending
on March 4, the young ladies of this squad
already have eyes set on the 2019 season.

Cheerleaders executing their pyramid at
ESPN’s Wide World of Sports in Orlando

Cheerleading Team after receiving trophy
at UCA Nationals

Team practice in the gym in preparation
for Nationals

Competition Cheerleaders performing
their first pyramid in the Preliminary

Ridge Ice Hockey
The Ridge Varsity Ice Hockey team went
into this season as defending Public A 
State Champions. Getting the best effort
from every opponent in each game, 
the team held up rather well finishing the
season with an overall record of 16-5-7. 
As a member of one of the toughest 
conferences in the state, the Skylands 
Conference, Ridge mounted an impressive
10-0-4 record. As a result, they finished as
Skylands regular season champions and
then went on to appear in the conference
tournament championship game for the
fifth consecutive year. 
     Beating rival Pingry gave Ridge its
third conference championship in that five
year run. Ridge made it to the quarterfinal
round of the state tournament, falling
short in overtime, 4-3, in a thrilling game
against Princeton High School.
     Overall, the program is very proud 
and thankful to everyone who contributed
to another successful season of Ridge
Hockey. And lastly, THANK YOU 
SENIORS!



The Ridge Varsity football team ended 
the season with a 4-6 record. Although
many might say this did not meet the 
expectations for a team with so many 
returning players for the 2016 team that
went 8-2, this was a season where the
team displayed tremendous character as
they rose to every challenge they faced. 
They started off with a convincing win
against Montgomery led by RJ Milligan
and a running game that gave a preview 
of what was to come this season. 
The much anticipated second game of the
season was one of the top games in the
state, putting the #19 Red Devils against
#20 Westfield, which carried the longest
active winning streak in the state into the
game.  The teams fought to a 7-7 halftime
tie meeting all of the very high expecta-
tions for two of the strongest teams in the 
region.  In the second half, injuries began
to plague the team and the Red Devils 
fell 23-7.
     As the Red Devils advanced to the
third game of the season, injuries began to
impact nearly half the starters and would
remain a constant the rest of the season.
The great depth of the 2017 team became
a critical asset to the team as Coach Tracy
and his coaching staff had to summon the
support of numerous players from the
sophomore through senior classes. 
After a difficult loss in one of the greatest
offensive games in Ridge football history,
the team led their way back with a con-
vincing victory against Plainfield. 
The promising season took a turn for 
the worse after two touch losses to 
Hillsborough and Immaculata, but with

Ridge Football Team Has Season of Perseverance
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their season hanging in the balance, 
the team went down by two touchdowns
against Union. After losing Quarterback
Brandon Radice to a season ending injury
early in the 3rd quarter, Junior QB 
Wes Hudkins stepped in and led the team
to tie the score with less than 2 minutes
left.  This left Union with enough time to
drive down to inside the 10 yard line and
after three stops by the Ridge defense,
Union’s game winning field goal attempt
was blocked by Senior Lou Lafakis. 
Ridge took over in overtime pulling out a
dramatic 36-30 come from behind victory.
They then went on to win a hard fought
game against a big, fast and hard hitting
Elizabeth team to clinch a spot in the state
playoffs.
     Although Ridge lost the final game 
of the season against a very hungry
Watchung Hills squad, the night celebrated
the 22 graduating seniors on the team in
style. This game prepared them for round 2
against undefeated Westfield, who was

heavily favored. Ridge played the entire
game with ferocious intensity fighting all
the way to the end in a hard fought 17-10
loss to the eventual 3-time state champions.
The team left it all on the field and walked
off disappointed in being on the wrong
side of the score, but holding their heads
high that they rose to the occasion and
played with all of their hearts.
     The team saw many players receive
recognition for their performance this 
season. The Touchdown Club scholarships
went to RJ Milligan, Nolan Hughes and
Chris Breault and the Harry C. Bush 
Memorial Scholarship was awarded to
Brandon Radice. In addition, Special
Football Awards for All Mid-State 37
Watchung Division honors as well as
Courier News recognition were awarded
to Chris Breault, Chris Byrne, Jack
Forand, Dan Gattoni, Matt Giordano,
Nolan Hughes, Andrew Lusardi, RJ 
Milligan, Matt Minsch, Brandon Radice,
Sean Spina and Devin Stieglitz.



Another Winning Season For Ridge Fencing
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The Ridge High School Fencing Team has
completed another outstanding season!
Both the boys and girls teams finished 
the season with winning records. The boys
were 11-2 overall and the girls closed an
exceptional season with a winning record
of 10-4.
     On February 21st, the Girls Team
faced cross town rival Bernards High 
for the Bronze Medal Match at the State
Championships at Morris Hills High
School. It was exactly the kind of match
every sports fan loves to see with multiple
lead changes and a nail-biting finish. 
In the final bout, Ridge claimed victory.
For the first time in Ridge Girls fencing
history the team secured the State Cham-
pionship Bronze Medal.
     For the fourth time in five years, 
the Boys Team secured a spot in the State
Finals. In 2015 and 2016 Ridge Boys
were crowned State Champs. On February
21, Ridge faced 2017 State Champion 
St. Peter’s Prep. The match was closely
contested, with many bouts going to 4-4
and OT. Ridge found themselves down 
2-7 after the first round but rallied in the
second winning 6 bouts pulling the score
up to 8-10.  Ridge kept it close all the 
way to the final three bouts during which
St. Peter’s finally won its 14th point. 
The final score of the meet was 14-13
with Ridge taking the State Championship
Silver Medal.  
Season Highlights - 
Strong Start at the County Champi-
onship - The Fencing Team started the
season on the right note with the Boys
team taking the Somerset Hills District
Championship at Bernards High School

on December 16th. The Girls Team took
4th place overall in the tournament.
Fencers take Bronze at Cetrulo and
Santelli - The Girls Team took third place
in the Santelli Tournament at Drew 
University on January 13th. Fencing
against teams from 51 schools, the Epee
squad took 3rd, while the Sabre and Foil
squads placed 5th and 6th respectively.
The Boys Team also took third place in
the Cetrulo tournament at Drew on 
January 14. Fencing against teams from
53 schools, the Foil squad won Gold and
the Sabre and Epee squads took 5th and
10th place respectively.
Ridge Boys and Girls Capture 
District Championships - On January 27,
the team competed in the District 2 tour-
nament at North Hunterdon High School.
Competing against 11 area schools, the
Boys Team won 81 percent of its bouts 
to take the District 2 Championship title.
Likewise, the Girls Team saw success
with a 78 percent win rate against 10
schools to bring home its District 2 title 
to Ridge.
Strong Showing by Ridge Fencers at
Frosh/Soph Tournament - With upper-
classmen dominating the varsity teams,

Ridge Boys and Girls are 2018 District 2
Champions

Ridge Girls Team takes Bronze at Santelli

Senior and Boys Team Captain Dan McCarthy
on Senior Night

the Freshman/Sophomore Fencing 
Tournament is an excellent opportunity 
for the lowerclassmen to showcase their
talent. On February 3rd at Voorhees High
School, 113 boys and 108 girls from the
surrounding area, competed among fellow
grade level fencers to take home a trophy.
Among the winners were three Ridge
freshman boys, one sophomore boy and
three freshman girls. The underclassman
talent shown in this unique tournament 
secures Ridge prominence for the 
coming years.
Ridge Strikes Gold Twice at NJ Fencing
Squad State Championships - 
On February 24, the 20 top-ranked fencing
teams gathered at North Hunterdon High
School to battle for the State Titles in
Sabre, Foil and Epee. The Sabre squad
captured the Gold Medal for the first time
in school history. Ridge’s Foil squad
looked to defend its title as last year’s 
Foil Champions. For the second year in a
row they are the Foil State Champions.
Ridge’s Epee squad placed 4th. 
     With over 50 varsity fencing teams in
New Jersey, Ridge consistently ranks near
the top. For more information, please visit
www.ridgehighfencing.com.



Ridge Ski Team Has Strong 2017-2018 Season

The Ridge Ski Team ended their season
with much to be proud of. The team had
many strong racers across the board this
year. The varsity, junior varsity (JV) and
X-men teams competed in three slalom
races, three GS races, a dual slalom and a
GS invitational (the Steven Petro Race).
Both men’s and women’s varsity qualified
to race in the state championship races
and both JV teams qualified for the JV
championship race. 
     Some highlights from the season in-
clude: the girls’ varsity team earning third
place in the State Championship GS and
Slalom races; both the girls’ and boys’
teams winning second place in the Petro
Invitational Race; and the Dual Slalom
Race, in which three Ridge boys and two
Ridge girls placed in the top five for their
gender. 
     The boys’ varsity team, which consis-
tently placed first in their league, con-
sisted of Matt Minsch (captain), Warren
Halbing (captain), Tommy Blanchard
(captain), Rishi Kundargi, and Kasym
Razak, with Rett Hull and Ethan Konicek
both racing on the varsity team at various
points in the season. The boys’ JV and 
X-men teams comprised of Mark Minsch,
Ryan Layton, Zach Pedicone, Julian
Janeczko,  Jason Mastroianni, Chris 
Campione, Brandon Mark, Alex Girgis,
David Hilferty, Kenny Detlet, Will
Bartlett, and Michael Ballaro. 

     The girls’ varsity team comprised of
Caroline Mohan, Clare Mohan (captain),
Emily Fears (captain), Annie Mohan, Noa
Francesch (captain), and Liz Ingraham.
The girls’ JV team consisted of Erin
Carchich, Rachel Novick, Sofia Benitez
and Sara Tabacco.
     The following seven varsity racers
qualified for the Race of Champions at 
the end of the season: Matt Minsch, 
Warren Halbing, Rishi Kundargi, Kasym
Razak, Caroline Mohan, Clare Mohan,
and Emily Fears. Caroline Mohan made
second team All-State, and will attend 
the Eastern Regionals in New Hampshire.
Clare Mohan and Matt Minsch made third
team All-State. 
     All races are held at Mountain Creek
and the National Winter Activity Center
(NWAC) in Vernon. A schedule of events
can be found on hsskireg.org. We highly
encourage any Ridge or William Annin
student thinking of joining the team next
year to get in touch with us. The sport is
unique and the team provides a high
school extracurricular experience unlike
any other. No previous race experience
necessary! 

V A R S I T Y  AT H L E T E S
O F  T H E  M O N T H

December 2017
Basketball Boys – Jacob Herrera 
Basketball Girls– Samantha Weyrauch
Competitive Cheerleading – Grace Cheo-Isaac
Fencing Boys – Sebastian Tirado
Ice Hockey – Spencer Charleson
Swimming Boys – AJ Capizzi
Swimming Girls – Audrey Hsi
Winter Track Boys – Brett Asay (12)
Winter Track Girls – Jennifer Kozlowski (12)
Wrestling - Jake Hendershot 

January 2018
Basketball Boys – Chris Feringa
Basketball Girls – Sophie Beneventine 
Competitive Cheerleading – Lauren Grimaldi
Fencing Boys – James Liao
Fencing Girls – Diya Kulkarni
Ice Hockey – Wes Hobson
Ski Team Boys – Matt Minsch
Ski Team Girls – Caroline Mohan
Swimming Boys – Dylan Wachenfeld
Swimming Girls – Katie Kisker
Wrestling – Jesse Calabrese
Winter Track Boys – Alex Petric
Winter Track Girls – Morgan Lyons

Members of the Girls’ Ski Team: Erin Carchich,
Rachel Novick, Emily Fears, Noa Francesch,
Liz Ingraham, Annie Mohan, Clare Mohan

Senior Captains: Emily Fears,
Warren Halbing, Tommy 
Blanchard, Matt Minsch and
Clare Mohan

Right: Members of the Boys’ Ski Team:
Ethan Konicek, Matt Minsch, Warren
Halbing, Tommy Blanchard, Julian
Janeczko, Ryan Layton, Kasym Razak,
and Mark Minsch
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The Ridge Swim Team Had a Great Season

The Boys Team finished with a 7-3
record, placing 4th in the Somerset
County and 3th in Skyland Conference
Championships which was the team’s 
best ever Conference showing. Ridge 
had 2 relays qualify for the NJ Meet of
Championships (MOCs) with swimmers:
AJ Capizzi, Kunal Damaraju, Dylan
Wachenfeld and Marshal Wang competing
at the meet.  Individual swimmer Dylan
Wachenfeld finished 12th place in the 
100 Backstroke and 14th place in the 
200 Individual Medley events at that
meet. Four Ridge Team Boys records
were broken this season: the 200 medley
relay of  Dylan Wachenfeld, AJ Profaca,
AJ Capizzi and Chris Fabian; the 100
Backstroke by Dylan Wachenfeld 
and both the 50 Freestyle and the 100
Breaststroke by AJ Profaca.   
     The Girls Ridge Team finished with 
a 6-5 record, placing 5th in both the 
Somerset County and the Skyland Confer-
ence Championships. Audrey Hsi was the
Somerset County Champion in the 200 
Individual Medley and broke the Team
records in the 200 IM, 100 Backstroke
and the 100 Freestyle. All 3 Ridge Girls
relays qualified for NJ MOCs  and placed
in the top 24: 12th for the 400 Free Relay,
22nd for the 200 Medley Relay and
24thfor the 400 Free Relay. The Ridge
relay swimmers were  Lucy Hess, 
Audrey Hsi, Paige Johnson, Katie Kisker,
Hannah Petersen and Grace Sedlezak. 
Audrey Hsi also had a great individual
showing at MOCs with an 11thplace in
the 200 IM and 13th place in the 100
Backstroke. Audrey Hsi was named 1st
team All Skyland Conference in the 200
IM, Dylan Wachenfeld was named 2nd
team All Skyland Conference in the 100
back and AJ Profaca was named 2nd team
All Conference in the 100 breaststroke.
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FRIDAY, MAY 18, 2018
7:00 p.m. - 12:00 Midnight

Birchwood Manor:
111 North Jefferson Road
Whippany, New Jersey
Phone:  1-973-887-1414

BIDS:
$220.00 per couple ($110 per person)

On sale Monday,  April 2 – Friday,  April 6 during all lunch periods 
in the main lobby. Checks should be made payable to RHS Student Activity Account. 

PERMISSION SLIP:
Each student must present a signed permission slip when purchasing a Prom bid. 

One permission slip does not cover the two students purchasing a bid. 
Please be sure that your student has circled the entree selection on the permission slip.

PROM DAY DISMISSAL:
All Seniors will be dismissed after Period 6 (12:09) 

with the condition that they immediately leave school grounds. 
No transportation by the school district will be provided for this early dismissal. 

Students who do not have transportation to leave school 
will be required to continue with their normal class schedule until 2:25 p.m. 

Only students who are not seniors that are attending the Senior Prom need to complete the 
early dismissal portion of the permission slip if they would like an early dismissal.

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS:
All prom bids include professional photos taken by Normandy Studio. 

All the images will be uploaded on the Normandy Studio website by Monday, May 21. 
All students will be able to download their images at no charge. 

This will include any portraits and candid photos. Students will own the right to the photos 
and will be able to post them to social media and make prints for themselves.

SEATING:
No refunds. No table switching. 

10 people to a table.  To be seated as a group you must sign up as a group, 
or designate one person to bring all 10 permission slips and money to the sign-up table.  

The cost is $110 per person.

PROM:
Prom begins at 7:00 p.m. Students must arrive by 8:00 p.m. in order to be admitted
Prom ends at 12:00 midnight. Once an individual leaves the Birchwood Manor, 

he/she will not be allowed to re-enter.

SCHOOL DISCIPLINARY CODE:
Emphasize to your child that the use of alcohol before, during, or after the Prom is unacceptable. 

Since this is a school function, the sanctions of the school disciplinary code apply.
Students who arrive at the Prom and appear to have been using drugs or alcohol 

will not be admitted and parents will be called to pick them up.  
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